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After school I spent 9 months in the Army (where I eventually graduated to Lance 
Corporal).  
 
Then onto WITS for the next 5 years to get a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering – which I only 
practiced for a few years and I worked, initially, in 
the UK for 4 years as a Contacts Engineer.  
 
In 1972 I married Janice (Mansel) and returned to 
SA later that year. I worked in engineering until 
1976 and then moved into general management.  
 

 
 
In 1989 I was 
elected President of the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineering which combined both technical and 
managerial skills. After several years of working for 
bosses, in 1990, we bought-out the company which, 
in turn, we sold in 1996 to an American organisation.  

 
 
 

 
I consulted for a few years in business and marketing strategy and semi-retired about 
5 years ago.  
 
We have a place next to Kruger Park and spend quite a bit of time there and have 
become involved in conservation management. I am still involved in several 
Company Boards and play golf at least twice a week – if I can! 
 
We have a daughter, Caryn – a lawyer running her own 
practice and a son Craig, daughter-in-law Les – both 
teachers, and a granddaughter, Kaylyn. 
  
Mike 
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In Istanbul with son, Craig 

Istanbul, l-to-r: Daughter Caryn, wife Janice, 
daughter-in-law Lesley 

Craig (son), Kaylyn (grand-daughter), 
Lesley (daughter-in-law) 


